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Abstract:

The present study addressed writing and academic criticism skills and their practice among
doctoral students in educational social studies research (a case study). The qualitative case study
approach was employed. Research tools were developed, including a semi-structured interview
and class reflections, and their validity and reliability were ensured. The study was applied to a
purposive sample of six doctoral students specializing in Curriculum and Instruction of Social
Studies.

The results revealed that all students (100%) agreed they had acquired academic writing and
academic criticism skills through the Research Seminar course. Regarding the future of social
studies research in light of modern academic writing practices, 34% of students indicated a trend
toward mixed-methods research. The case study participants identified APA-style referencing as
the most helpful academic writing skill for their learning, with a recurrence rate of 18%. Responses
were equally distributed (15% each) between training on writing research content and applying
modern research standards in class reflections. Concerning the future of educational social studies
research in light of modern academic criticism practices, reading and reviewing skills were
highlighted as essential, with a recurrence rate of 29%. The study students also confirmed
practicing academic criticism skills that enhanced their learning, particularly training on critiquing
research studies and dissertations, with a recurrence rate of 24%. The study concluded with several
relevant recommendations.

Keywords: Academic Writing Skills, Academic Criticism Skills, Doctoral Stage, Social Studies,
Case Study.
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